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John hopes to make hay
while the sun shines

II’’mm aa ccoommpplleettee
ccoonnvveerrtt aanndd tthhee
ffiirrsstt tthhiinngg II’’mm ggooiinngg
ttoo ddoo iiss ffiitt ssoommee oonn
mmyy oowwnn rrooooff

EELLEECCTTRRIICCIIAANN JJoohhnn
RRyyddeerr hhaass mmaaddee aa pprreettttyy
aammbbiittiioouuss NNeeww YYeeaarr
rreessoolluuttiioonn –– ttoo hheellpp uuss
aallll rreedduuccee oouurr ccaarrbboonn
ffoooottpprriinntt..

He is using the arrival of 2010
to launch his new company
installing solar panels in
homes, businesses, schools
and other buildings across
North Wales.

And his message on the
merits of the panels is very
simple: “They save lots of
money,” he says.

John, 39, of Oakwood Court
in Rhostyllen, was an
electrician at the old Monsanto
factory in Cefn Mawr for 14
years until being made
redundant in October 2008.

At first he planned to start his
own business as an electrician
and went so far as to buy a van
carrying his company name.

But he says he soon found
others have had the same idea,
many of them setting up on
their own after their previous
roles were made redundant.

“There are a lot of
electricians about and the
business case just didn’t stand
up,” says John. “So I looked
around for something else.”

That something else quickly
became solar panels and John
has spent the last 12 months
learning about their benefits
and installation.

He got a government grant to
pay for most of the training
involved and the bulk of it has
been at Yale College in
Wrexham, but the final stint
was at Blackburn College.

“I knew very little about the
benefits of solar panels until I
began the course,” admits
John. “But now I’m a complete
convert and the first thing I’m
going to do is fit some on my
own roof at Rhostyllen so
people can come along and get
a better idea of what they’re all
about.”

The estimate is that solar
panels will reduce the average
household energy bill by
somewhere between 30% and
40%.

“They really do make a big
difference,” he says. “In some
parts of Wales councils are

insisting that solar energy be
included in any new-builds
they are involved with and we
are fast approaching the day
when solar panels will be
standard in all new
developments.”

John says government grants
are available to help offset the
cost of installing the panels
and he is arranging to show
Wrexham County Borough
Council the level of savings it
could expect by investing in
the technology.

“I’m hoping to work with
schools so youngsters can see
just how good they are and the
opportunities they offer us all
to reduce our carbon
footprint,” he says. “Solar
energy will be a very important
part of our future.”

Before moving to Monsanto,
John worked as an aerial fitter
with the T E Roberts company
and he plans to continue doing
TV, telephone and general

electrical work alongside the
solar panel installations.

“I’ve really enjoyed the last
year and the return to training,
but now I need to put what I’ve
learned into use,” says John.
“I’m really looking forward to
spreading the word about solar
energy.”

nn John lives at Oakwood Court
in Rhostyllen LL14 4DQ,
telephone 01352 312659.

TTaakkee tthhee lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp tteesstt
BUSINESS leaders have been challenged to put
themselves through an on-line leadership MOT test to
check whether they have what it takes.

Chester leadership expert Ruth Sanderson has posted
an 18-question quiz on her company website which
allows company chiefs to rate their performance.

“Every year brings new opportunities for the business
and the leadership required to make those happen,” says
Ruth, md of leadership consultancy Blue Pea POD Ltd.

“The truth is that good leaders are always trying to
improve their performance while poor leaders refuse to
seek advice from others, preferring to believe they
always know best even when their workplace is in crisis.”

Ruth came up with the idea of a leadership quiz after
noticing an increase in demand for her coaching and
mentoring service.

“It got me thinking about how we could quickly help
leaders pinpoint their development and move from
being good to being great.

“I constructed a series of questions and statements
based on key aspects of great leadership and asked
participants to indicate how often they have
demonstrated these skills.”
nn To try your hand at Ruth’s leadership quiz click onto
http://www.bluepeapod.com/leadership-quiz/ 

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt rroollee ffoorr SSiiaann
ECONOMIC development company Menter a Busnes,
based in Mold, has appointed Sian Lloyd Jones, currently
chief executive of Finance Wales, as the new chairman of
its board.

Educated at Somerville College in Oxford, Sian started
her career in the City of London before returning to
Wales.

She became chief executive of the Development Board
for Rural Wales – DBRW – and was an executive director
of the WDA.

Sian was part of the discussions within the DBRW
which led to the establishment of Menter a Busnes in
1989 and she has maintained an interest in the
company's development over the years.

More recently she chaired the Language Economy
Group which is facilitated by Menter a Busnes on behalf
of the Welsh Assembly Government.

DDeeaalleerrsshhiipp’’ss fflloooodd aappppeeaall
A CAR retailer aims to provide some New Year cheer by
helping those who were unable to spend Christmas at
home.

The Cumbria Flood Recovery Fund will benefit to the
tune of £25 for every car sold during Dane Volkswagen’s
annual January sale in Chester, which runs until January
10.

Cumbria Community Foundation’s appeal has already
raised over £1m to help the victims of the recent floods
that have left hundreds of people in temporary
accommodation and without possessions.

Dane hopes to raise over £1,000 for the fund. Deb
Muscat, Cumbria Flood Recovery Fund Appeal’s acting
director, says they are grateful for every individual or
business donation, especially from those outside the
county.

NNaattiioonnaall aawwaarrdd wwiinn
A HOUSEBUILDER has won a prestigious national
design award for the quality of its developments.

Morris, responsible for the Penmere Park development
at Oakwood Park, Penley, Wrexham, was named the UK's
best volume housebuilder in the Brick Awards 2009.

The awards recognise excellence in design and
construction and, in winning, Morris beat major names
such as Bovis Homes, Miller Homes, Taylor Wimpey and
Fairview Homes.

pp Solar power: A
home in Bisley in
Surrey where the
roof is covered in
solar panels to save
on heating bills and
help the
environment. John
Ryder, right, has
launched a business
from his Rhostyllen
home as a solar
panel installer.
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